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aspect would not serve me. Above all, it looks into the
yard, and enables me to summon Tom Purdie without
the intervention of a third party. Indeed, as I can have
but a few books about me, it is of the less consequence.
2<Hy9 I resign the idea of coving the library to your bet-
ter judgment, and I think the Stirling Heads1 will be
admirably disposed in the glass of the armory window.
I have changed my mind as to having doors on the book-
presses, which is, after all, a great bore. No person
will be admitted into my sanctum, and I can have the
door locked during my absence. 3c%, I expect Mr.
Bullock here every day, and should be glad to have the
drawings for the dining-room wainscot, as he could ex-
plain them to the artists who are to work them. This
(always if quite convenient) would be the more desirable,
as I must leave this place in a fortnight at farthest, — the
more ?s the pity5 — and, consequently, the risk of blun-
ders will be considerably increased. I should like if the
panelling of the wainscot could admit of a press on each
side of the sideboard. I don't mean a formal press with
a high door, but some crypt, or, to speak vulgarly, cup-
board, to put away bottles of wine, etc. You know I
am my own butler, and such accommodation is very con-
venient. - We begin roofing to-morrow. Wilkie admires
the whole as a composition, and that is high authority.
I agree that the fountain shall be out of doors in front of
the greenhouse; there may be an enclosure for it with
some ornamented mason work, as in old gardens, and it
will occupy an angle, which I should be puzzled what to
do with, for turf and gravel would be rather meagre, and
flowers not easily kept. I have the old fountain belong-
ing to the Cross of Edinburgh, which flowed with wine
at the coronation of our kings and on other occasions of
1 This alludes to certain pieces of painted glass, representing the heads
of some of the old Scotch kings, copied from the carved ceiling of the
presence-chamber in Stirling Castle. There are engravings of them in a
work oaEed Lacunar Strevdinense. Edinb, 4to, 1817.

